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Division 3: Premier and Cabinet � Service 6, Support for the Implementation of the State�s Road Safety 
Initiatives, $9 314 000 � 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 
Mr R.F. Johnson, Minister for Road Safety. 
Mr I. Cameron, Executive Director, Office of Road Safety. 
Mr P. Gregson, Principal Finance Officer, Office of Road Safety. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I refer to the Office of Road Safety at page 93 of the Budget Statements for which 
$16 million has been budgeted this financial year, reducing to $6 million in the following out years, down to 
$5 million in 2012-13. Last year�s forward estimates showed an allocation of between $14 million and $15 
million in the out years. This year�s budget basically shows a $9 million cut in funding in the out years. What 
programs is it envisaged will be removed or changed if that lower level of revenue is to be supplied to the Office 
of Road Safety?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am glad the member asked that question. I wanted somebody to ask it, because I wanted 
to � 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Can the minister answer it? 

The CHAIRMAN: Would the minister answer it, please, because we are very short of time.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I can answer it.  

The CHAIRMAN: Would the minister answer it, please? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Chairman, I have my own method of answering, and I am answering it. I want to put 
the record straight because the member�s colleague issued a press release last week saying that the government 
has cut that amount. We have not done that. There are no cuts to that area. The member would know, as the 
previous minister, that the $16 million that has been allocated this financial year is for the culmination of two of 
the projects that had been put in place over previous years. It shows additional funding�it is the safer roads 
campaign and safety barriers. I think $7 million was for the completion of the safer roads campaign funding and 
$3 million for the flexible wire barrier. That was the end of the program that was put forward while the member 
was the minister.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: That does not answer my question. The minister is refusing to answer my question.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I am not. I will answer it now. The member asked about the allocation of $6 million 
for 2010-11.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The allocation goes from between $14 million and $15 million down to $6 million.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We did not do that; the previous government did that.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: It is there in black and white.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member is too good a member of Parliament to be cute.  

The member knows that that is the base funding for the Office of Road Safety; it is not for the road trauma trust 
fund. When the Road Safety Council comes to me, through the Office of Road Safety, for a specific project, 
which it will do in the forward years, those projects will go on top of those $6 million projects. They will be 
funded appropriately, as they were under the previous government. We are doing nothing different from what the 
previous government did. There are no cuts whatsoever and the member knows that and I know that and it is 
important that the public knows that. There is the same commitment from this government and me as there was 
from the member, as the minister, and his government. The member knows that is a fact, because he knows these 
figures backwards. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I refer to the Towards Zero strategy implementation referred to on page 86. Is there any 
money on budget for that; and, if not, why not?  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Of course there is an absolute commitment to Towards Zero.  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It is on page 86.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The $30 million commitment we have made started with the speed bill.   
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The government does not have that money yet.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes it does. It is in the budget. The member knows that and I know that. The member is 
trying to turn a positive into a negative. The Towards Zero strategy was put in place by the previous government. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I know about it. I started it.  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 May 2009] 

 p36b-37a 
Mr John Kobelke; Mr Rob Johnson; Chairman; Mrs Michelle Roberts 

 [2] 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Did the member start it?  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Yes, that is right. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member took a long time. It was handed to the former minister the day that �  
Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The answer is that there is no other money.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: There is money in different areas; not necessarily in my portfolio. For example, under 
Main Roads Western Australia there will be extra money.  
The CHAIRMAN: The time for debate on this service has expired. 
The appropriation was recommended. 

Meeting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


